AMIGA   AMERICA

taken: to participate in the summer session at Milk College in
California. We crossed die continent by plane. There is nothing
more astonishing than the immense desert that separates the Middle
West from the Far West. Seeing these stretches of arid ground,
grey and cracked like the hide of an old elephant, stretching as far
as the eye could reach, we admired the pioneers -who had crossed this
country on foot or in their poor covered wagons. The ascent to
j 2,000 feet in order to cross the Rocky Mountains made us gasp for
breath but the descent at Reno, the rich and verdant oasis of
divorce, and that over San Francisco Bay, the most beautiful of
landscapes with its globular islands bald and volcanic that rose from
the blue water, repaid us for our mountain sickness.

'Here,' I said to my wife, 'is the Promised Land...'

It was even more true than I had thought. To me California
remains the land of happiness. It is not overpopulated; it is fertile;
it has the most constant and most healthful climate on the planet.
It has beauty like that of Greece, sweetness like that of France,
picturesqueness like that of Spain and vastness like that of Africa.
Perhaps the East is more lively; the Middle West more energetic;
but California is wiser. The citizen there is still not far removed
from the pioneer.

I spent two days near San Francisco at Bohemian Grove, a part
of a forest of giant trees where 1500 business men, artists and pro-
fessors from San Francisco and elsewhere spend two weeks in the
open air, sleeping in tents and eating together. I was enchanted by
the beauty of the spectacle which evoked the youth of the world.
In the central clearing 2 huge log fire blazed and the flames rose to
half the height of the great trees. On a platform on the side of a
fern-covered hill Lauritz Melchior sang and Irvin Cobb told stories.
I was thrust under the spotlights:

*Tell us about France!'

I did my best. The trees that surrounded me, I was told, were
standing there when Christopher Columbus landed.

At the beginning of this book I described Mills College. I had
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